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Summer Conference August 15-18th 

Poverty and 
U nemploy ment: 

The Permanent Violence 
of Capitalism 

Plenaries: 

Poverty and Unemployment Abroad and at 
Home: How Much and Why? 

Strengthening the Power of the Working 
Class: What Works and What Doesn’t? 

The URPE summer conference will take place Fri¬ 
day afternoon, August 15, through noon on Monday, 
August 18. It will be at the same camp as the last 
two years, Camp Deer Run near Pine Bush, NY, 
about 1 1/2 hours northwest of New York City. As 
the US economy slips into recession, on top of an 
immoral war that is bankrupting us, the topic of 
this year’s conference will serve as a reminder that 
our capitalist system is permanently destructive 
even when times are “good”. Just getting us out of 
another recession and another war, while certainly 
essential, isn’t enough. The topic is Poverty and 
Unemployment: The Permanent Violence of Capi¬ 
talism. The two plenaries will be Poverty and Un¬ 
employment Abroad and at Home: How Much and 
Why? and Strengthening the Power of the Working 
Class: What Works and What Doesn’t? The David 
Gordon lecture will be given by Sandy Darity, Arts 
& Sciences Professor of Public Policy Studies and 
Professor of African and African American Studies 
and Economics at Duke University. He will speak 
on “Guns and Butter Once Again?” 


A visit to New Orleans 
2 1/2 years after Katrina 

The Union for Radical Political Economics (URPE), 
with the active support of the International Associa¬ 
tion For Feminist Economics (IAFFE), sponsored 
a fund-raising bus tour of New Orleans for people 
attending the January 2008 meetings of the Allied 
Social Science Associations (ASSA.) Tickets were 
sold out before we even got to New Orleans, and we 
had to turn away many people, although two sets of 
people followed our bus in their own cars and were 
able to join us when we arrived at our main destina¬ 
tion. URPE was able to contribute $485 to each of 
the two organizations that were generous enough to 
share their experience with us, Common Ground, and 
United Non-Profit Organizations of New Orleans. 

It is hard to describe the desolation of the Ninth 
Ward, but maybe even harder to convey the incred¬ 
ible energy and optimism of the people working to 
rebuild New Orleans. 

The tour bus met us in front of the Sheraton Hotel, 
one of the many hotels connected by shuttle bus for 
the ASSA sessions, including those of URPE and 
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URPE 


The Union for Radical Political Economics (URPE) is 
a membership organization of academics and activists 
who share an interest in a radical analysis of political and 
economic topics. Founded in 1968, URPE’s members use 
this analysis to advance various progressive political and 
social agendas. URPE publishes the Review of Radical 
Political Economics, runs a set of presentations at the 
academic professional meetings of the Allied Social 
Science Associations, sponsors a resource/speakers 
bureau called Economy Connection, and holds a Summer 
Conference on political and economic topics at a family- 
friendly summer camp. Its members are active in a wide 
array of professional and activist projects. 


The URPE Newsletter 


The URPE Newsletter is published quarterly by the Union 
for Radical Political Economics. The Newsletter is a 
place for URPE members to publish shorter articles and 
speeches as well as make announcements of upcoming 
events that might be of interest to members. Articles and 
announcements can be sent to the Newsletter Editor in the 
body of an e-mail message, or as an attached file; send to 
jbrown72073@cs.com, or by regular mail to: Jenny Brown, 
1701 NE 75th St., Gainesville, FL 32641. 

Permission to reprint material from the Newsletter 
is granted for non-commercial uses, provided that the 
Newsletter is credited as the source, and that two copies of 
the publication are sent to the URPE National Office. For 
permission to reprint for commercial purposes, contact the 
National Office. 

The URPE Newsletter is a good place to publish 
advertisements for new books! Rates are $300 per full 
page (7.5W x 9.3H); $160 for a half page, and $85 for a 
quarter page. Exchange ads are also considered. Please 
write or call the National Office for more information 
on this. 

Deadlines for submission to Newsletter are January 7 
for winter issue; April 7 for spring issue; July 1 for summer 
issue, and October 7 for fall issue. 


www.urpe.org 
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IAFFE. Only those who took the time to ask the 
workers at these hotels about their personal stories 
could have learned more about Hurricane Katrina 
than they had seen on the news. The Convention 
district, Harrah’s Casino and the adjacent French 
Quarter were not seriously damaged. 

Susan Wayman, a long-time resident of New Or¬ 
leans, who is currently working with Unified Non- 
Profits of New Orleans and had helped organize this 
event, served as our licensed tour guide. (Unified 
Nonprofits helps coordinate the work of the many 
nonprofits working in New Orleans.) She told us 
the story of Katrina as the bus moved away from 
the higher ground adjacent to the Mississippi River, 
where the older inhabitants of New Orleans had built 
their homes, into the lower level areas protected, or 
so they believed, by levees. We passed an encamp¬ 
ment of maybe 300 homeless people in make-shift 
tents below an elevated highway. We began to see 
abandoned buildings, blocks of them, but still stand¬ 
ing. But there were also some good blocks, and 
there were many people living there - New Orleans, 
including the lower Ninth Ward was “densely popu¬ 
lated” as an urban economist might say. 

And then we reached the Lower Ninth Ward and 
drove into the area where the Industrial Canal was 
breached and the waters flooded in. We went the 



A 9th Ward house gutted by Common Ground volunteers. 



Destruction on Alvar Street 2 months after Katrina. 


wrong way down a one-way “street,” 
if the word “street” can be applied to a 
pot-holed area between empty lots, but 
there was no oncoming traffic to worry 
about. There was no traffic. There 
were no houses. There was only a 
vast area with nothing in it, no trees or 
shrubs or grass. Nothing. 

Well, not exactly nothing, because now 
as we drove further into this seeming 
desert we saw a bizarre collection of 
bright pink structures, looking some¬ 
thing like half-sized houses. It was the 
Pink Project, an art project, constructed 
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of two-by-fours (lumber), covered in bio-degrad¬ 
able fabric and designed to symbolize the rebirth of 
the Lower Ninth Ward. The project was sponsored 
by Make It Right NOLA, a non-profit organization 
founded by the movie star Brad Pitt (It would be 
dismantled in a few days.). Pitt’s contributions had 
more permanent form in his partnership with eight 
grassroots nonprofits in the lower 9 th Ward which 
are working to help people return to their home turf. 
One of these nonprofits is Common Ground, which 
provides health care clinics, legal advice and job 
assistance, as well as helping organize the construc¬ 
tion of new homes. Its free-standing two-storey 
house in the Lower Ninth Ward stood sedately in 
this vast area of devastation. Twenty yards behind 
it we could see the reconstructed levee, perhaps 14 
feet tall. 

We were privileged to meet with the Director of 
Common Ground, Tim Darden. From him we learnt 
more of the history of “the storm.” One image 
sticks with me, and that is of the man he told us of 
who said that he saw the waters rolling towards him 
as if it were a “grey carpet being unrolled” before 
him. But mainly Tim told us of the slow but steady 
progress that has taken place. Houses that were 
flooded are required by law to be gutted before re¬ 
construction can take place. Destruction is a prelude 
to revival. The emptiness we had seen would allow 
for new construction. This was what we now learned 
about and that was important for the future. 

The Common Ground house provided accommoda¬ 
tion for its volunteers. There is always a tension 
between time expended in demanding government 
funds for new housing and using that time for the 
actual construction of that new housing. The em¬ 
phasis here was on the latter. The reconstruction of 
New Orleans requires not just new buildings but the 
confidence of its people that this is their city and that 
they will live here. We were told of the successful 
efforts to get street names posted, even though the 
streets barely existed. This was where people had 
lived and planned to live again. 



Common Ground volunteers clean up a driveway. 


A well-lit three-trailer exhibition had been set up for 
visitors. (I was glad that we were not just visitors 
observing tragedy but were able to contribute to the 
work.) The exhibit included interesting architectural 
housing plans, including one for a house that could 
float. I hoped that the Army Corps of Engineers 
might make this unnecessary, and remembered that 
Susan had said “We don’t like the Corps of Engi¬ 
neers.” 

Tim showed us the plants and the trees that Com¬ 
mon Ground is growing that will contribute to the 
rejuvenation of the area and its resilience to storms. 
The one-gallon pots, with plants that were already 
24 inches tall, sat beside an unlit building halfway 
to being inhabitable. By now the sun had set and 
we had to strain to see them—there was a newly 
installed street light not far away, but quite distant 
from the next one down the street. But we could see 
now that the street had two small houses on it, with 
an electric light in each of them. That made three 
and a half buildings within five minutes’ walk. It 
was a start. 

The bus took us back to the Sheraton. Somehow the 
journey back was different from the journey out. 

We cheered, metaphorically speaking, when we saw 
houses with lights on in the same streets that we had 
previously seen as seriously damaged. Now we saw 
them as recovering. We recognized the significance 
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of the more regular spacing of street lights, and we 
shared, I think, the pride that the people of New 
Orleans must experience as we saw the occasional 
local restaurant or store that was open for business. 
The area around the Sheraton also looked differ¬ 


ent to us. People had jobs here, and New Orleans 
continues to be a special place not just for its resi¬ 
dents but for those who visit it. The people of New 
Orleans are working hard to restore their city. We 
were, I think, privileged to learn some of the ways in 



which they are doing so. 

Paddy Quick 

P.S.: URPE’s tour suc¬ 
ceeded in raising $485 each 
for Common Ground and 
Unified Nonprofits. URPE 
members who wish to con¬ 
tribute to either of them are 
encouraged to do so: 

Unified Nonprofits of 
Greater New Orleans 
PO. Box 331 
Mandeville, LA 70470 

Common Ground Relief 


Public housing in New Orleans has experienced new attacks since Katrina. Here, p Q g ox 6128 


Samuel Jackson, a resident of the nearly undamaged B.W. Cooper Housing Develop- j\f ew Orleans LA 70174 
merit (seen in background), asks why residents have not been allowed to come home. 


Welcome new Office Manager Pat Duffy 


As of February 4th, our new Office Manager 
in the National Office is Pat Duffy, a University 
of Massachusetts alumna with an M.A. from the 
Sociology department. Pat’s involvement in local 
progressive politics stems from her activism on 
campus in the late 1990s and led to work with the 
labor movement and local electoral campaigns. She 
comes to us after working as Office Manager for 
Commonwealth Opera, a regional opera company 
based in Northampton. She is active in local and 
regional progressive politics, especially in Holyoke, 
where she owns a home with her dog Devlin. 

The excellent Frances Boyes leaves us to work 
with the Alliance to Develop Power in Springfield, 
Mass., at their workers center which focuses on 
immigrant workers rights. We’re grateful to Frances 


for her wonderful work at URPE and we wish her 
success in her new job. 



Pat Duffy (and Devlin) 
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Call for Papers - Annual Meeting 
San Francisco, January 3-5, 2009 
Joint IAFFE/URPE Sessions 

Randy Albelda 

Once again, URPE (Union for Radical Political 
Economics) and IAFFE (International Association for 
Feminist Economics) plan to co-sponsor up to three 
sessions at the ASSA annual meeting in 2009. 1 will be 
coordinating these for IAFFE and working with URPE 
panel coordinators for the ASSAs — Fred Moseley and 
Faurie Nisonoff. 

I welcome proposals on feminist and radical politi¬ 
cal economic theory and applied analysis. At least one 
of the panels will focus on papers which address the 
intersections of race and gender. The other two will be 
based on the topics of proposals received. 

Proposals for individual papers should include the 
title, the abstract, and the author’s name, institutional 
affiliation, phone and email. I will also need to know if 
you (and any co-authors) are a member of URPE and/or 
IAFFE and will need contact information if differ¬ 
ent from above during (northern hemisphere) summer 
months. Please send to <randy.albelda@umb.edu>. 

Proposals for complete sessions are possible. If 
you want to propose a panel, please contact me at 
<randy.albelda@umb.edu>. If you are interested in/ 
willing to be a chair or discussant, please let me know. 

The deadline for proposed papers is April 11, 

2008. The number of panels allocated to heterodox 
organizations is very limited. The joint IAFFE/URPE 
panels are allocated to URPE. Please note that anyone 
who presents a paper (but not the chairs or discussants) 
must be a member of URPE or IAFFE at the time of 
submission of the paper or panel proposal. Preference 
will be given to presenters who are members of both 
organizations. Contact <urpe@labomet.org> or 413- 
577-0806 for URPE membership. Contact iaffe.org 
for IAFFE membership information. We will confirm 
membership prior to accepting proposals. URPE is very 
serious about this and will cancel panels in which any 
members (besides chairs or discussants) are not URPE 
or IAFFE members. 

Please note that the date, time, and location of ses¬ 
sions is assigned by ASSA, not URPE or IAFFE. You 
should receive word from me that your paper/session 
was accepted by mid-June. ASSA will not assign dates 
and times until much later in the summer. 


NEW from 

Dollars & Sense Books: 

Wraith is distributed 
more unequally in the 
United States today 
than r.it. any timer 
since the 1920s. In 
this revised and 
expanded second 
edition, 38 engaging, 
tmljsi an live essays 
explore wealth 
inequality: its causes, 
its consequences, and 
sLrakgies foe change. 
This lively anlhology 
is a must-have fur 
both aciivisis and 
scholars. 

"The Wad th IttitifttulHv Reader is a wonderful 
resource and a marvelous teaching tool, ... 
ft should be required reading for anyone Wlm 
aspires k> und pis land l he IvkiYs ni Ihe I..S. 
economy.'" 

— 17 m Koehler 
Vassar College 

The Wealth 
Inequality Reader 

Second Ldition 

Kc.ited hv the Dollars & Sense. Collective and 
United for a hair Economy. Preface by Jesse 
.Jackson Jr. Wirn essays by Chuck Collins. Dill 
Fletcher. Ellen Frank. William Grader, Marjorie 
kelly. Paul Krugnian, Eetsy Laaidar-Wright. 
Meizhu Lui, Kevin Phi.lips, and mom. 

To order this and other Dollars & Sense books, 
visit dollarsancisense.org 
or call (617) 447-2177 
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Call for Papers 

China and Global Capital Accumulation: 

Economic, Political, Social, and Environmental Implications 

Global capital accumulation in the 21st century has increasingly become centered in China. The political eco¬ 
nomic trajectory of China has become an issue of vital importance not only to the Chinese people but also to the 
global economy and to political-economic developments in other countries. Indeed, many believe that we are en¬ 
tering a “Chinese century.” A special issue of the Review of Radical Political Economics will explore this topic. 
The following are examples of specific topics that would be welcome (in no particular order of priority). 

(1) Can China continue on its current path of development and at the current pace? What are the economic, so¬ 
cial, political, and environmental impacts of its current development path, and what are the limits? 

(2) How does the Chinese path to development compare to the development paths being followed in India, other 
East Asian countries, or elsewhere? 

(3) What are the causes and consequences of China’s growing inequality of income and wealth? What are the 
implications of the growing divide by class, legal residency status, and urban vs. rural location for Chinese eco¬ 
nomic and political development? 

(4) What is the impact of China’s growing demand for oil and other non-renewable resources, much of which has 
been coming from Africa and Central Asia? 

(5) What are the implications of the imbalances in trade and capital flows between China and the United States, 
and more generally between China and the rest of the world? 

(6) How does the growing presence of foreign capital affect the political economy of China? How will labor and 
democratic forces be able to assert their interests in relation to foreign capital? 

(7) What kind of economic system has emerged in China? What modes of production are present in China and 
how can their social formation be characterized? Is it a form of socialism, capitalism, or something else? What 
are the political-economic implications of this issue? 

(8) What is the impact of China’s economic rise on the world labor movement? 

(9) What is China’s revolutionary legacy and what are its implications for future Chinese workers’ and progres¬ 
sive social movements? 

(10) What are the implications of China’s rapid rise for the political-economic trajectory of a global system in 
which the United States finds it increasingly difficult to act effectively as the hegemonic power? 

Please send four hard copies of submissions for the special issue by August 1, 2008, to Hazel Dayton Gunn, 
Managing Editor, RRPE, Dept, of City & Regional Planning, 106 W. Sibley Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 
14853, USA. ( hgl8@cornell.edu) Submissions must follow the instructions to contributors listed in the back of 
the journal and available on our Website: http://www.urpe.org/rrpehome.html . All submissions are subject to the 
RRPE’s usual review process and should not be under review with any other publication. 
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Update on Economy Connection, URPE’s Resource/Speakers Bureau 

by Ruthie Indeck, Coordinator (201-792-7459 or soapbox@comcast.net) 


Aloha from Roosevelt High School, Honolulu 

Why do we need rules for fisheries? How is access 
to and use of a resource controlled? What can be done 
to end over-fishing? In October URPE member Sam 
Pooley spoke about the economics of fisheries to tenth 
and eleventh graders in an introductory economics 
class at Roosevelt High School in Honolulu. Sam is 
highly qualified to talk about fisheries - he directs a 
laboratory conducting fisheries research in the central 
Pacific and does economic analyses of commercial 
and recreational fisheries and endangered species 
preservation. 

A major focus of the highly-participatory 
classroom discussion was the issue of property rights 
- Sam and the students talked about the advantages 
and disadvantages of private ownership of fisheries 
for profit, and compared that system to a variety of 
possible community- or cooperatively-managed 
or regulated arrangements. They talked about how 
these forms affected the balance between commercial 
fishing, subsistence fishing, recreational use, and 
environmental preservation. This led to a discussion 
of other areas of the economy, and the domination of 
Hawaii’s economy by multinational corporations. To 
stimulate the students to come up with ideas about the 
different ways an economy could be organized, Sam 
pointed out areas in Hawaii that are still preserved for 
the public and how important it was to preserve this 
public access. 

Sam was very enthusiastic about the high school 
visit - he encountered “the usual enthusiasm of youth 
but also some excellent questions and contributions. 
Plus the incredible diversity that is Hawaii - particu¬ 
larly in the public schools.” 

Monetary Policy of the Fed 

“You should have been at Chris Rude’s talk. He 
explained all about this!” said a St. Francis College, 


Brooklyn student to her friend who was writing her 
senior thesis on the sub-prime mortgage crisis. 

On October 29, Chris spoke to members of the 
St. Francis Economics Society about the state of the 
U.S. economy and the attempts of the Fed to stabilize 
financial markets in the wake of the housing market 
downturn. Behrouz Tabrizi, the club’s advisor, com¬ 
mented that “the most interesting part of his speech 
was the analysis concerning how the downturn in the 
U.S. housing market could not only affect the home 
economy, but also financial markets around the world.” 
Mortgages are made into securities which are then sold 
on the world market; “thus, any crisis in the housing 
market affects the financial market globally.” 

After the talk, Chris spoke with participants prepar¬ 
ing for the Fed Challenge (a competition between teams 
of students from colleges in the area, organized by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York), and answered 
their questions about the Fed’s policy on funds cuts 
and the direction the U.S. economy might take in the 
near future. 

One student commented that “Dr. Rude’s talk on 
the present economic structure and its future gave me 
an idea of how the crisis in our economy affects the 
economies of other countries.” Another said, “I found 
Dr. Rude’s presentation to be very interesting because 
he incorporated economic events that are going on cur¬ 
rently within his discussion of the facts of the Federal 
Reserve System.” 

“Is the U.S. Economy in Free Fall?” 

On a rainy evening in the midst of the holiday sea¬ 
son, close to 40 Fong Islanders went to the Huntington 
Public Fibrary to leam about the state of the economy at 
an event entitled “Is the U.S. Economy in Free Fall?”, 
sponsored by the Fong Island Progressive Coalition. 
After watching a video on Petrodollar Warfare, they 
settled in to hear Max Fraad Wolff talk about the domes¬ 
tic situation of the U.S. economy and the U.S. position 
in the global economy - both of which, Max told the 
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audience, are constantly in flux. Max’s talk focused on 
currency issues and the state of the dollar. 

While the value of a currency can mean a lot to 
individuals and countries, and currency changes can 
wreak havoc, Max made a distinction between sym¬ 
bolic and real importance, concluding that currencies 
represent wealth - they are more like a hood ornament 
than like the car itself. After describing the rise and fall 
of the Bretton Woods system, Max told the audience 
that the main point he wanted to leave them with was 
that there is no single U.S. economy (a tooth-fairy-like 
idea) - there are multiple interests and anything that 
happens involves winners and losers. 

Max talked about the floating system of exchange 
rates that replaced Bretton Woods’ early system of fixed 
rates, pointing out that the float was often “dirty” - the 
size of the currency market is too huge, and currency 
values are too important for governments, companies 
and wealthy individuals to leave to the market. Cur¬ 
rency values are determined by the actions of many 
players all over the world, with multiple agendas, who 
operate with varying degrees of success. The more de¬ 
regulated the market, the more room for speculators. 

Max also explained some of the costs and benefits 
of having a weak or strong dollar, and talked about 
some of the reasons people might want to invest in the 
U.S. in spite of the weak dollar, such as the unrivaled 
success of the U.S. in keeping productivity based 
wages and taxes down in recent decades. He described 
our macro economy as one that is being pulled in two 
directions: many workers, states, cities and parts of 
the federal government are being starved, while at 
least until recently, large transnational businesses have 
thrived. 

The asset booms that had attracted the world to 
the dollar depended on huge amounts of debt, and this 
debt has now started to become unsustainable. We are 
incurring more and more debt for less and less growth, 
Max said. This debt was good for the dollar in the short 
term, as it created a demand for dollars, but will be bad 
in the long term as it has to be paid back. This burden 
could hurt poor people much more than the wealthy. 

While the U.S. is still the largest market for other 
countries, its prestige has suffered from the housing 
crisis and the toxic debt it has sent around the world, as 


well as from the Iraq War. We are currently experienc¬ 
ing a “national hangover,” in which everyone is seeking 
shelter from risk. The current Fed policy of easy money 
will only work if banks are willing to lend that money, 
but they are now more interested in holding the cash 
and sometimes investing it overseas. 

In response to a question from the audience, Max 
noted that our service economy is turning into a “ser¬ 
vant economy,” and he said that the bigger economic 
question is why the fate of tens of millions of American 
families is to be servants of others, riding the risks of 
these powerful peoples’ macro and political decisions 
and their speculative investments. 

Host Terry Morrone videotaped this talk and 
showed it on his cable TV program. 


The Venezuela Solidarity Network presents: 

WHAT’S UP WITH 

VENEZUELA? 

Participatory ,, 

A National Symposium 

April 18-20,2008 Washington, DC 

at the historic Howard University 

Explore the current changes and progress of the Bolivarian Revolution in many 
hev sectors of the country's political economy with panelists from Venezuela's 
peasant, indigenous, women. African-Venezuelan and labor communities and 
ocoderrac and government sectors, as well as scholars, journalists and 
organizations in the US. 

Panek 

Venezuela (Ok From Capitalism to Socialism in the 2ht Century 
Agents of Change Part I: Workers and Peasant Movements 
Agents of Change Part Z Sooal/Ethnic Popular Movements 
The Economy, Energy and the Environment 
Popular Democracy: What H it? 

Trocfticnai Democracy: How Does it Fare in Venezuela Today? 
International Relations: Venezuela Becomes a Player and a Target 

For more Inlo and Online Registration, visit 

www.vensolidarity.org 

Or call the Alliance for Global justice at (202)544-9355. 
Pre-register before March IS at the discounted price of $35. 
Registration after March 15 is $50. 

Dm Wnuuda SeWarity Mum* ■ a pmKt ot Vm Alow ter Ctobd MSu. 
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Union for Radical Political Economics 

Call for Papers - Annual Meeting 
San Francisco, January 3-5,2009 


URPE invites proposals for individual papers and 
complete sessions for the URPE at ASSA annual meet¬ 
ing. URPE welcomes proposals on radical political 
economic theory and applied analysis from a wide 
variety of theoretical traditions. 

Proposals for complete sessions are encouraged and 
should include the session title, a brief description of 
each paper, and the names, institutional affiliations, 
and email addresses of the chair, discussants, and 
presenters. Proposals for sessions should contain four 
papers. If you are proposing a complete session, please 
arrange to have discussants for your papers and a chair 
for your session. As the organizer of this session, you 
are responsible for conveying administrative informa¬ 
tion to session members, including confirmation that 
the session has been accepted, the time and location, 
and deadlines. 

Proposals for individual papers should include the 
title, the abstract, and the author’s name, institutional 
affiliation, and email. Individuals whose papers are 
accepted may also be expected to serve as a discussant 
for a different paper at the meetings. If you list the 
areas you prefer to discuss, all attempts will be made 
to match your preferences. Individual papers that are 
accepted will be assigned to sessions and each session 
will have an assigned organizer. It is the organizer’s 
job to convey administrative information to session 
members, including confirmation that the session has 
been accepted, the time and location, and deadlines. 
URPE has no paid ASSA staff, so those presenting 
papers must share the burden of organizing. 

The deadline for proposed papers and sessions is May 
1, 2008. At that time individual and panel proposals 
will be checked to be sure everyone is current with their 
URPE dues and given until May 15 to have everyone be 


current or the proposals will be set aside. Please note 
that anyone who presents a paper (but not the chairs 
or discussants) must be a member of URPE (except 
at joint sessions with other groups, in which case they 
can be a member of the other organization) at the time 
of submission of the paper or panel proposal. Contact 
urpe@labornet.org or 413-577-0806 for membership 
information. We will confirm membership prior to 
accepting proposals. 

We regret that high quality individual papers may be 
turned down due to the inability to place them in a ses¬ 
sion with papers with similar themes. For this reason, 
we strongly encourage proposals for full sessions. The 
number of sessions we can accept is limited by ASSA, 
and we regret that high quality sessions may be turned 
down as well. 

Please note that the date, time, and location of sessions 
is assigned by ASSA, not URPE. You should receive 
word from URPE that your paper/session was accepted 
by mid-June. ASSA will not assign dates and times 
until much later in the summer. 

A completed copy of the Program Registration Form 
(on the next page) is required with your submission. 
Submissions will NOT BE ACCEPTED BY EMAIL. 
Only applications received by the May 1 deadline 
will be considered. 

If you have any questions, please contact one of the 
URPE at ASSA coordinators: Fred Moseley, Mount 
Holyoke College, <fmoseley@mtholyoke.edu> or 
Laurie Nisonoff, Hampshire College, <lnisonoff@ 
hampshire.edu> 

Please see Program Registration Form, next page. 


www.urpe.org 
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URPE AT ASSA San Francisco January 3-5, 2009 
PROGRAM REGISTRATION FORM 

Please fill out this form for each panel participant. Mail your completed form to: 

URPE at ASSA Program Committee c/o Fred Moseley, Economics Department, Mt. Holyoke College 
South Hadley, MA 01075 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 


Email:_ 

Ph: (Office)_(Home)_ 

Summer address and phone (from_to_): 


Institutional Affiliation:_ 

I am proposing a session/paper (circle one) entitled: 


I wish to participate as a discussant. My interest area(s) are: 


Are you or your co-author(s) a member of URPE? (yes/no). Please give the name of the currently paid 
URPE member: 


Anyone who presents a paper (but not the chairs or discussants) must be a member of URPE (except at joint 
sessions with other groups, in which case they can be a member of the other organization). Please contact 
the URPE national office for membership information: urpe@labornet.org or 413-577-0806 and complete 
your membership or renewal before you submit the proposal. We will be checking prior to accepting panels 
or assigning individuals to panels. If ANY paper presenter on a panel is not a current member of URPE the 
entire panel will not be considered as a group; individual papers may be included in other panels. It is the 
responsibility of the organizer of a panel to ensure this membership requirement prior to May 1. Any indi¬ 
vidual paper whose author is not a current member will be set aside and not considered for inclusion. 
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Visit the URPE Website at 
www.urpe.org 


HOW CLASS WORKS - 2008 

A Conference at SUNY Stony Brook 
June 5-7, 2008 

Full schedule at: 

http ://w w w. stonybrook.edu/workingclas s/ 

Includes plenaries: 

Putting Single-Payer Health Care in 
the Mix 

Thursday, June 5, 7:30-10:00pm 

Rose Ann DeMoro, California Nurses 
Association 

Claudia Fegan, Physicians for a National 

Health Program 

The Legacy of Ted Allen for 

Understanding the Color Line in the 21st 
Century 

Friday, June 6, 9:00-10:30am 

Bill Fletcher, Jr., blackcommentator.com 

Jeffrey B. Perry, Ted Allen’s literary executor 
Meizhu Lui, co-author, The Color of Wealth 

Conference Banquet: Friday, June 6, 7pm 
Speaker: Richard Trumka, Secretary- 
Treasurer, AFL-CIO 

New Voices in Working Class Studies 

Saturday, June 7, 9:00-10:30am 
Catherine-Mercedes Brillantes Judge, 

Women’s Committee, NYC District 

Council of Carpenters 

Terry Easton, Brittain Fellow, Georgia Tech 
Nelson Motto, National Day Laborers 
Organizing Network 

























